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Statement of Teaching and Research Interests
Teaching Philosophy

I have taught a wide variety of finance courses covering topics in corporate finance, investments, and 
banking. My approach to all courses is predicated upon my belief that the best way to prepare students 
to successfully compete in the continuously changing business world is to focus on the application of 
financial theories and concepts. In introductory undergraduate courses, my main concern is to help 
students to apply the most important financial concepts to solve common business problems. In major 
and graduate courses, I encourage students to go beyond the simple application of financial 
methodologies and thoroughly comprehend the assumptions and “real-world” limitations of the 
procedures.

In all of my courses, I first present the major concepts and theories. I then provide numerous example 
problems and situations that require students to apply the concepts, theories, and formulas encountered 
in the course since I am a firm believer that finance is learned by “doing.” The types of problems vary 
across courses and range from basic self-contained questions to case studies, business simulations, 
and “real-world” applications (such as compiling a financial statement analysis or calculating the cost-of-
capital for an actual firm). I always try to reinforce coverage by continually reviewing previously covered 
material and illustrating how different concepts are related.

I always provide online materials such as lecture notes, PowerPoint slides, and example problems and 
solutions. For most courses, I also provide sample exams.

I welcome questions both in and out of class. I offer posted office hours and welcome students to “drop-
in” whenever I am in the office. I also encourage students to email or phone when they have questions. 

Course Webpage: https://www.westga.edu/~rbest

Research Interests

I am interested in most finance related topics. I have published research articles pertaining to corporate 
finance, investments, and banking.
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